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To: J. Lee Rankin 

Frcn: V. Bavid Slavson 

Subject; Proposed references "bo the "confidential Soviet Union 

source, the reliability of which has not been established" 
in the Foreign Conspiracy and Russian sections of the 
report 
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You have antic d that I quote those sections of the report in 
which I propose to use the confidential Soviet Union source described 
above, the portions which will be included in tin section on the 

existence of a foreign conspiracy are: 

*> 

1. See agency with primary responsibility for examining 
all defectors arriving in Russia is the KC-3, and Oswald ues presumably 



brought to its attention as soon 



zo mde known his intention 



defect. In 1959, at least, virtually all Intcurist guides vara RGB 
agents or informants, so ve can also accuse t.h- t Oswald's guide, Rim 
Shirokova, vac foilcr.rirg orders fac-n the KGB or at least was guided by 
her training in KGB methods. Ac Oswald's Historic E.hry notes, she 
inferred her superiors of his desire to defect and helped him draft 
his letter to the Supreme ‘Soviet on October l6 aching for Soviet 
citizenship . 

Tne KC-B node use of the tine provided by Oswald's 
waiting in Moscow to learn as such as they could about hie through 
Rim. and through virtually everyone else at the Hotel Berlin where 
he vac staying, in an attempt to assess his possible usefulneso to 
the Soviet Union as a defector. (As you can see, I have not felt 
it was necessary to attribute the following to the Go -/let Union source, 
even, though that source is the one I used for this inferration. I 
believe that to could eo.sily obtain a letter iron the CIA stating that 
in their opinion the foregoing is true, as a matter of general 
operating procedures in Russia. ) 

2. A confidential Soviet Union scurc-e, the reliability 
of which has not been determined, hoc stated that Oswald, after he 
was given the usual exxiinaticn ths KGB gives to ni i defectors, vac 
rejected because ha vac considered not mentally stable and not too 
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only 



intelligent. The suicide at tarot, according to the same source, 
confirmed tho KGB in tho correctness of its opinion. The KGB 
supposedly never reveroed its decision not to accept Oswald, and so 
informed him when he was released from the Botkinskaya Hospital. Oswald 
then allegedly threatened to attempt suicide again, hut heforo the 
situation reached the crisis point another Soviet ministry — probably 
t'r.e Ministry of Foreign Affairs — intervened and took the responsibility 
for approving Oswald’s application for permission to stay. She Finis try 
of Foreign Affairs was presumably interested in Oswald for his potential 
propaganda benefit and therefore was not deterred by the KGB’s 
diagifosis of him as mentally unstable. Although the Commission has no 
way of testing the reliability of this source, it is interesting to 
note that the purported shift of Oswald’s case from the KGB to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, shortly after his release from the hospital 
fits well with an entry in Oswald's Diary commenting that the officials 
he met aftar the hospital treatment ’.rare different from those he had 
dealt 'with before. Ike Diary entry empresses sar.e irritation at the 
fact that the new officials asked him many of the same questions he had 
already answered two weeks earlier. (The foregoing is taken from the 
very end of my discussion on whether Oswald was accepted unduly soon 
for permanent residence, in the Soviet Union. I do not rely at all 
upon the paragraph just quoted for the conclusion I coma to, that 
Oswald was not accepted unduly soon. The foregoing in just put in for 
its general interest and to show that we are aware of tire source.) 
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The following quotes are taken from Oswald’s Life in Russia. 



3. On the third day after his arrival, October 19, 
Oswald was probably interviewed in his hotel room by a reporter from 
Radio Moscow. TWo years latex-, when he 



trj 

officials in Me 



:ccw 



United States, he told the American Emba 
the interview.' had occurred. Osirald said that the reporter represented 
himself as seeking abatements frem American tourists on their impressions 



of Moscow 



ana 



visiting- tourist nature, the whole interview lnst.l 



hat he had therefore made a few routine comments of a 

Lasting no more than two 
or three minutes and of no political significance. The information 
which the Coraeissicn has on the ordinary procedures of the KGB, the 
Soviet Agency charged with the responsibility for espionage and counter- 



espionage activities, would indicate tb 



the so-called "reports 



was 



in reality a KGB agent sent to assess Oswald’s desirability as a 
defector frem the point of view of tint agency. The contents of that 
interview vas therefore probably not as innocent as Oswald later 
described them. (Ju3t as in number 1 above, I believe tint we can 
obtain a letter from the CIA confirming the truth of this a3 a matter 
of general operating procedure for tho KGB. ) 
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h. Sara insight cn what was cclac on behind the scenes, 
unhr.cun to Oswald, hoc been ched by the Central Intelligence /.prncy . 
lie .‘looney's information on ncrrcnl ICCB hremdlinp or American defectors 
would indicate that virtually everyone who had contact with Oswald at 
tills tine, which would, include Rim lairolrova and tin; Radio Moscow 
reporter, caons others, was a IIC3 inlrarant. Their job was to access 
Co-hold frem every possible point o f view, for eriur-nla, hie sincerity, 
i.e., whether his stated reasons for wanting to defect were the real 
ones or wimetlmor he was perhaps an c~ent of American intelligence and 
planted for -the purpose, his psycholopical stability, and his 
intelligence . According to a Soviet Union ocnr.ce the reliability of 
which has not been ascertained, the KGB decided to reject Cer.-mld's 
c.ppl:' cation far permanent residence in the Soviet union on the prounfis 
that lie was "not regarded ... as tc-iny completely need, mentally 
nor was he considered to be very intelligent. If this account is 
correct, it must have been tills decision, ccrzeunicatod to Oswald on 
the cvenins of October 21, that precipitated his suicide attempt. 
According to the some source, the nL-tcnptod suicide only confirced 
the correctness of the KGB’s initial adverse judpr.ent. 



5- The ssune Soviet Union source previously r.cnticned 
has stated that time KGB decision not to accc-pt Oswald was never 
reversed. Presiarbly, therefore, his continued presence in the Soviet 
Union was a result of an intervention by scr.e other epcncy of the 
Soviet £ everiseant. 'iho Ministry of Foreign Affairs would seen a 
lexical guess, because it would have been interested in Oswald for 
his propaganda value as a defector, rather than for the -use he eight 
have been as scree sort of agent cr as a source of intelligence infor- 
mation about the United States. 



6. dime account of this interview in 'the historic Diary 
also states that the officials to when he spohe on October 2oth eshed 
L'a about the other official who had epohen to him earlier, before 
he was hospitalized, end then proceeded to ash saws of time ser.ee 
ouestiemms he had already answered for time other official. Cswald 
CGsnento cn this that there must have been a lac'; of ccarzunicatien 
between the sr.cn who were now interviewing him ; r I time rei who had 
interviewed lire previously. -Shis tends to conflna time Ccenmission's 
information that the KGB, a representative of which was presumably 
the first official who epahe to Osnild, lamd washed its hands of Cswald 
and that time croup which piclred lire up after iris hospital stay was 
frem scare other branch of the Soviet state. 



7. A Soviet Union .source, the reliability of which hr 



not been ascertained, cays that 



lj C.~T. OS.i 



misic-ii was zrr.de to send 



Oswald 1 Kins!; his deportment wea ashed to. bring Oswald's file up- 
to-date and transfer it to the KGB office in tint city. 11s was done 
Acc caponyirsc the file to Minch was a. cover letter instructing the- 
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local ollice to talc no action concernin'-; C-sttiK. except ‘‘passively'' 
oo ceecrvc 3r.o activities to rnlu we lie vuo not an .‘wr ■' can 
iii-ccUlaoncc ccont tcsycrarily dcvdih. (m the veedd coy of 
InvOmo-uiorinl in'callirjoccc , a "dovsoant acent" in cr-- rho her boon 
crlcrcl not to ^ carry on cay SatdlS^nea activities idaitevsr until 
-. 01 ^ ccdactcdoy his auporiors or until sore other condition hen 
occn fulardsd. rt in not uncer non lor c.ptir.tn to be left dernant 



i-j-iitCi-ioiio Iren aho Hc-scoi* office, the 1 liml office would do nothin" 
, ? to Ccrald except to dart its iri*c-erento to heap an eye cn 

iico and mala occasional reports on dot be van'' clolnp, heir" ho lihed 
ih’oaro, etc. Cscae roper to would be (Isr op on the bools cl periodic 
credo at Iiio place cl enployrnt, iupvdr ics~cf neipiibcrs, friends 
irf ^ cv ^ =t«X't?y raalins bis Er.il. After ho 

— --'-U. oO tie tnaued —trite e , Cvolv t toll a irioniL tint cn several 
occasion.? it bed been brought -to his attention in ltd?: tint thaT-VS 
v-u« podacossor of the, HOB lor this pi<roooe) hod inpuired of his 

arid ledci.' verier e about bio activities. 1>e Soviet Union 



cn to cay tint the 2-Joscov cilice bad no ! 



tner concern 



ci ■- - — ‘W.fje ipie ce Ce ,,-ali nvtil nicer He mi- oatic”- cl 

I-hnii-ody, da the IHB was ivdiatcly alerted to find cut as ~^h 
haei. ^ In I-hnnh office’s file cn Oct.dd irno 
C-c.crcd uD oe urorp.it to iloscctr. Hie Koocov office cimino-d 

authorised bed bean done relative to Covild dilc- bi'vr.o "S'l^aah”' " 
tva^ is, tea loud: cilice hp/d dons netbinp drains- tire entire oeriod 
cn are residence in Hind but “peedvely" observe bin- 



••- mvz.cs. dales on 



WDS/slh 





